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The second round of Haiti's parliamentary and local elections was carried out without incident on
Sept. 17, the eve of the first anniversary of the US-led invasion that allowed President Jean Bertrand
Aristide to return from a three-year exile. Election turnout was described as "very low," with overall
estimates ranging between 10% and 35%. Final results are expected by Sept. 28. The runoff elections
were needed to determine the winners for eight of the 27 Senate seats, 55 of the 83 seats in the
Chamber of Deputies, and 121 three-person town councils. Five races were annulled four for ballot
irregularities, one for rain.
Candidates supporting President Aristide are expected to win the majority of the contests and may
control as much as 80% of the new parliament, as well as most of the 565 township council positions
and 133 mayoral posts. First-round elections were held on June 25, under chaotic conditions largely
attributed to inadequate organization. However, opposition parties insisted that the process was
tilted to favor pro-Aristide candidates. They refused to participate in the makeup elections that were
held on Aug. 13 in 21 towns in eight departments where problems had prevented elections in June
(see NotiSur, 07/21/95 and 08/25/95). After the makeup elections, the Provisional Electoral Council
(CEP) announced on Aug. 22 that pro-Aristide candidates took 10 Senate seats and 11 seats in the
Chamber of Deputies.
The boycott by the opposition of both the makeup elections and the runoff was intended to
challenge the legitimacy of the elections that were dominated by Aristide's Organisation Politique
Lavalas (OPL) coalition. "Our position is unchanged. Participation in runoff elections is out of
the question," said former Chamber of Deputies president Duly Brutus, a member of the Parti
Nationaliste Progressiste Revolutionnaire (PANPRA) after the first round. "The international
community is complacent. It is willing to justify by any means its policy of democratization in Haiti,"
said Brutus. "It is ready to do anything, even to accept the rigged elections." However, at least 20
candidates from the FNCD and three from the PANPRA defied party directives and participated in
the runoff elections.
Many of the parties boycotting the elections had at one time supported Aristide but they have
distanced themselves from the president since his return to Haiti last September. "If today the
democratic camp is divided, President Aristide is responsible," said former Sen. Turneb Delpe, a
leader of the center-left Front National pour le Changement et la Democratie (FNCD) under whose
banner Aristide won the landslide 1990 victory. Aristide called boycotting parties "wheelers and
dealers who want a selection, not an election." The US, which has much at stake in the completion
of a credible election process in Haiti, tried in vain to convince the opposition to participate. US
assistant secretary of state Strobe Talbott traveled to Haiti in mid-August but was unsuccessful in
convincing party leaders to support the process. "We want as many Haitians as possible to fulfill
their civic duty on Sept. 17," said US Embassy spokesperson Stanley Schrager before the elections.
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He praised the CEP for doing a good job and for learning from the mistakes of the first- round
elections.
Schrager said that "the best way to convince the pessimists and cynics...is to have good elections
with a high level of participation." According to the head of the Organization of American States
(OAS) team in Haiti, Canadian Micheline Bejin, voter turnout ranged from a low of 5% in the capital
to 59% in rural areas. Despite the low turnout and the boycott by most political parties, both Aristide
and the US insisted the overall electoral process was credible and reflected the will of the majority
of Haitians. Aristide said that even if the final count from the runoff elections indicates the majority
of voters stayed home, the 110-seat bicameral legislature would be legitimate. "Elections mean one
major step to democracy. We did it," he said. "Elections, of course, do not in and of themselves make
a democracy," Schrager said. "Nonetheless, democracy cannot be achieved without them. I don't
doubt the credibility of these elections despite the fact that some political parties decided to not
participate."
Haiti is now moving into preparations for presidential elections to replace Aristide. Those elections
are expected to take place before the end of the year, since Aristide is scheduled to turn over the
presidency to his successor on Feb. 7, 1996. Despite supporters demands that he stay in office
to make up for his three years in exile, Aristide insists he will step down on schedule. However,
Aristide will virtually be able to handpick his successor given his almost total control of the
government machinery and his overwhelming popular support. And, regardless of who wins
the presidential elections, Aristide will undoubtedly have a great deal of influence in the next
government given his party's control of the new parliament.
The electoral process has dominated Haitian life in the past several months and is likely to continue
to do so until after the presidential elections. This emphasis has pushed pressing issues such as the
devastated economy and unfulfilled social expectations to the back burner. Nevertheless, on the
eve of the first anniversary of the US-led invasion that returned Aristide to power, the president
spoke of his satisfaction at the progress made during the past year. "Today, I have to congratulate
my country. We moved from death to life," Aristide said. He added that, despite thousands of coup
victims, there have been no reprisals by his government. "A process of reconciliation and justice
is moving ahead," he said. (Sources: Deutsche Press Agentur, 08/22/95; Notimex, 09/07/95; Reuter,
08/17/95, 09/13/95; Associated Press, 08/31/95, 09/17/95, 09/18/95; Agence France-Presse, 08/22/95,
09/13/95, 09/17-19/95)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 2 of 2

